
Reading at Home
Workshop 

Monday 30th January 2023



During our school week:
Daily phonics lessons, guided reading, shared reading, 1:1 reading, 
quality story time led by our teaching assistants 

Throughout the school year:
Reading Club (before school on Wednesdays), library visits, Reading 
Pup is sent home with the ‘Child of the Day’, World Book Day, 
National Storytelling Week

Interventions:
Phonics, additional small group reading, 1:1 reading 

Reading at Standhill 



What a good reader looks like?
• Has good phonic knowledge 
• Is able to read ‘tricky words’ by sight
• Reads as if they are talking 
• Re-reads to check for understanding
• Self-corrects when they have initially read a word incorrectly  
• When faced with an unfamiliar word, they can use their 

phonic knowledge to accurately sound out and blend to read 
the word

• Are able to talk about and answer questions about what they 
have read



Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word.
Grapheme: Letter(s) representing a phoneme.

Digraph: Two letters which make one phoneme.

A consonant digraph contains 2 consonants:
e.g. sh ck th ll

A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel:
e.g. ai ee ar oy

Trigraph:
Three letters which make one phoneme:

e.g.         igh           ear         air

Split digraph:
A digraph in which the two letters are not adjacent:

e.g.      make          bike       cube  

Types of sounds







Read with your child as often as you can. Please sign your child’s 
reading diary so we know they have read. Additional comments 

help us to know how your child found the book. 

Each child has their own Active 
Learn account. Log in details 
can be found at the front of 
your child’s reading diary.

How you can help at home:



Station 1
Supporting your child to remember previously taught sounds

Bug Club Phonics Sound Board



Station 1 Activities 

1) Pick 5 sound flashcards. See if you recognise and can say each 
sound to your adult. 

2) Can you think of any words that contain some of the sounds you 
have picked up?

3) Use a phonics mat to play ‘fastest finger’
4) Can you spot the sounds in a book?

5) Can you practise using your ‘blending arms’ to sound out and 
blend to read words?



Station 2 
Supporting your child to remember ‘tricky words’



Station 2 Activities 

1) Choose a book and see how many ‘tricky words’ you 
can find. 

2) Pick 5 flashcards and see how many you can read 
by sight. 

Can you learn to read any new ‘tricky words’ today?



Station 3 
Supporting your child to develop their comprehension skills



Station 3 
Supporting your child to develop their comprehension skills



Station 3 
Supporting your child to develop their comprehension skills



Station 3 Activity 

Choose a book and pick up a question sheet.

As you read the book, see if you can answer any of the 
questions. 

How many questions can you answer?
Can you tick them all off?!



Station 4
Getting the most out of our banded reading books



Station 4 Activity 

Choose a book and see if you can find on the inside 
cover: 

• A list of ‘tricky words’
• A list of sounds that are practised in the book

• New vocabulary 
• A question to answer 



Station 5
Active Learn

Bug Club Phonics Sound Board



Bug Club Phonics Sound Board

1.

2.

3. 4.



Station 5 Activity 

Practise logging in to your Active Learn account. 

Choose a book to read and answer the questions. 

See if you have any coins to spend in the 
‘My Rewards’ section! 



How you can help at home:
• Play lots of sound and listening games.
• Games while reading: 

e.g. “How many ‘ay’ digraphs can you find in the book?”, 
“How many times can you find the tricky word ‘the’ in the book?”

• Read as much as possible to and with your child.
• Encourage and praise your child.
• If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by 

encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to right.
• Blend the sounds together by pointing to each letter. 

For example, “s-i-ng…sing”     
Move your finger under the whole word as you say it.



How you can help at home:
• If your child is struggling to sound out and blend words share the 

reading! Read a word/sentence each, that way you are modelling 
how you would like them to read – point to the sounds whilst 
sounding aloud, exaggerating the blending.

• Point to tricky words as a whole saying the word out loud.
• With longer words, ask your child to point to the 

digraph/trigraph/split digraph in the word first before sounding 
out.

• If your child comes across a word they have already sounded out 
and blended correctly on a previous page, remind them of this and 
that they don’t need to sound it out again. This will help to 
develop their fluency. 
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